
 
 

Purpose Oregon’s cumulative costs of owning a boat compared to neighboring states. 
 
Background The data below reflect the total costs of owning a boat over the span of two longevity periods (1-6 years and 7-12 years) if 

HB 2459 is passed as enrolled.  Three classes of boats are represented since they account for the majority of boats 
registered in the neighboring states (12’ V-hull outboard, 16’ aluminum outboard and 23’ jet propelled).  Initial costs of the 
three boats vary significantly and impact the amount Washington, Idaho and California boaters pay. Additionally, other 
states may tack on fees as described in the data below. The dollar amounts include property/excise tax in California and 
Washington. 

 
 The Oregon State Marine Board is a stand-alone agency.  Revenue generated directly benefits boaters.  Other state 

programs are split amongst other recreation program areas and expenditures by boaters may not benefit programs for 
boaters. 

   
Explanation of other fees in Oregon and neighboring states: 
 

 Oregon registration includes a biennial $5 Aquatic Invasive Species surcharge. Exempt: AIS fee for non-motorized boats under 10’.  
 Washington includes vessel excise of 0.5% taxable value of vessel ($5 minimum), license fee ($10.50), filing fee ($3), derelict vessel fee 

($6), subagent fee ($5), license services fee ($0.75).  Excludes sales tax of 9.1% (Olympia). Exempt: under 16’ and under 11 hp motor 
and manually powered and non-Federal waterways.    

 Idaho $20 under 12’ and add $2/ft., $10 Aquatic Invasive Species surcharge and vendor fee ($1.50).  Exempt: manually powered. 
Excludes sales tax of 6% (Boise). 

 California includes property tax at 1.18%, quagga mussel fee ($65 on original registration in odd numbered years) and quagga fee for 
registration renewals on existing registered boats ($36).  Excludes sales tax of 8.5% (Sacramento). Boats under 8 feet are exempt, 
unless under power.  

 
Summary Even with a fee increase, Oregon’s costs to own a boat remain lower than Washington and California and slightly higher 

than Idaho.  If sales tax is factored in, then Oregon is less expensive than all of the states.       
 
Fiscal Impact  $1,787,375 Other Funds 
     
Contact  Scott Brewen, Director, (503) 378-2619 
  Chris Grorud, Fiscal Services Manager, (503) 378-2630 
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                                           *Without  trailer 
                                           **Used boats pay a “Use Fee” instead of a Sales Tax based on the purchase price with a private seller.    Rev 2/20/15 

Cumulative Cost of Owning a Boat Oregon vs Neighbor States
OREGON WASHINGTON IDAHO CALIFORNIA

Average Annual Excise Tax $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $18.70
Registration and Related Fees $65.00 $0.00 $32.00 $65/$36

Year 1-6 $195.00 $0.00 $193.50 $279.33
Year 7-12 $195.00 $0.00 $192.00 $190.08
Total Costs to own a Registered Boat $390.00 $0.00 $385.50 $469.41

OREGON WASHINGTON IDAHO CALIFORNIA

Average Annual Excise Tax $0.00 $67.46 $0.00 $160.29
Registration and Related Fees $85.00 $20.25 $40.00 $65/$36

Year 1-6 $255.00 $639.95 $241.50 $1,356.96
Year 7-12 $255.00 $417.60 $240.00 $811.53
Total Costs to own a Registered Boat $510.00 $1,057.55 $481.50 $2,168.49

OREGON WASHINGTON IDAHO CALIFORNIA

Average Annual Excise Tax $0.00 $120.87 $0.00 $287.19
Registration and Related Fees $120.00 $20.25 $54.00 $65/$36

Year 1-6 $360.00 $1,046.43 $325.50 $2,322.76
Year 7-12 $360.00 $652.01 $324.00 $1,368.50
Total Costs to own a Registered Boat $720.00 $1,698.44 $649.50 $3,691.25

Registration $5.00 per ft $10.50 $20.00 plus $2.00 per ft >11 ft $49.00 initial/$20.00 renewal
Frequency Every two years Every year Every year Every odd year

Invasive Species $5.00 Included above $10.00 $29.00
Frequency Every two years Every year Every year Every odd year
Filing Fee $0.00 $3.00 $0.00 $0.00

Derelict Vessel Fee $0.00 $6.00 $0.00 $0.00
Subagent Fee $0.00 $5.00 $0.00 $0.00

Vendor Fee $0.00 $0.75 $1.50 $0.00
Annual Excise/Property Tax $0.00 0.5% >= 16ft 0.00% 1.19%

Sales or Use Tax Rate ** None 9.1% Olympia 6.0 % Boise 8.5% Sacramento
Polar 12 V Hull + 5hp Coleman outboard 

$2,450 * $0.00 $222.95 $147.00 $273.25
Alumacraft 16' Competitor 165 + 70hp Yamaha 

$21,000 * $0.00 $1,911.00 $1,260.00 $1,785.00
Alumaweld Super Vee Pro 23' +175hp Mercury 

Jet $37,625 * $0.00 $3,449.13 $2,257.50 $3,263.13

Exemptions:
Under 10 ft & manual 

powered
Under 16 ft & < 11hp & 

non-federal waters Manual powered Under 8 ft & manual powered

Polar 12 V Hull + 5hp Coleman outboard 
$2,450 *

Alumacraft 16' Competitor 165 + 70hp 
Yamaha $21,000 *

Alumaweld Super Vee Pro 23' +175hp 
Mercury Jet $37,625 *


